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April 28, 2004 



To : Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



FAX # (703) 872-9306 



Attention: Examiner KIMBERLY S. SMITH 
Group Art Unit 3644 

Phone Number: (703) 305-8515 



Re: OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION UNDER 37 CFR §1 J 11 

The following is an OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION filed in the below-identified U.S. 
Patent Application. 

Application No. : 09/700,863 Confirmation No. 2839 

Applicant : Philip E. Howse 

Filed: : November 21, 2000 

TC/ArtUnit: : 3644 

Examiner : Kimberly S. Smith 

Docket No. : AO-1269 

Submitted by: 
Gary M. Hartman 
Reg. No. 33,898 



The information contained in this facsimile message is privileged or confidential information to be 
used only for the purposes intended by the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is neither allowed nor intended. If you have received this communication in error, 
please immediately notify us by telephone at the above number, and return the original message to us 
at the above address via the United States Postal Service. Postage will be reimbursed upon request- 



Page 1 of 9 



PAGE 1/9 * RCVD AT 4/28/2004 10:26:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF.1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:<219) 464-1 166 * DURATION (mm-ss): 24-32 



From: Hartman & Hartman, P.C. (219) 464-1166 To: 3600 Technology Center 



Date: 4/2a/2004 Time: 9:24:42 PM 



Page 2 of 9 



'fir 



'3 w 

in 



OFFICIAL 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted 
to the Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below. 



Date: April 28, 2004 



RECEIVED 

eWWKLHUC CENTER 

APR 2 8 2004 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No. 

Applicant 

Filed: 

TC/ArtUnit: 
Examiner 

Docket No. 
Customer No. 



09/700,863 
Philip E. Howse 
November 2 1,2000 
3644 

Kimberly S. Smith 

AO- 1269 
27127 



Confirmation No. 2839 



COMMUNICATION UNDER 37 CFR §1.111 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Please find attached a Declaration under 37 CFR §1. 132, signed by applicant 
Philip E. Howse for consideration by the Examiner. Applicant Howse's Declaration is 
in response to rejections set forth in an Office Action dated August 12, 2003 (Paper No. 
8). 
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Application No. 09/700,863 
Docket No. AO- 1269 
Communication dated April 28, 2004 

As the sole inventor of the present application and each of the Howse 
documents applied by the Examiner under the outstanding rejections, Applicant Howse 
submits his Declaration for the purpose of clarifying various issues in dispute, 
particularly regarding the Examiner's interpretation of the Howse documents. For 
example, Applicant Howse attests through his Declaration that his traps disclosed in the 
Howse documents require the use electrostatically-charged particles. Applicant 
Howse 's Declaration also addresses the Examiner's argument that the particles 
described in the Howse documents "may become electrostatically charged during 
operation," which the Examiner based on the following phrase at column 4, lines 8-13, 
of Howse: "Frictional charging of the particles . . . may take place . . . during 
operation." As the sole inventor of the Howse documents, Applicant Howse is in the 
unique position to both explain what was meant by this phrase, as well as how one 
skilled in the art would interpret this phrase. In his Declaration, Applicant Howse 
explains why the particles disclosed in the Howse documents must be electrostatically 
charged prior to use of the disclosed trap, and are not rendered airborne in the manner 
required by the present claims, regardless of how fine Howse's particles may be. 
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Application No. 09/700,863 
Docket No. AO- 1269 
Communication dated April 28, 2004 



Should the Examiner have any questions with respect to any matter now of 



record, Applicant's representative may be reached at (219) 462-4999. 



April 28, 2004 
Hartman & Hartman, P.C. 
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 
TEL.: (219)462-4999 
FAX: (219)464-1166 

Attachment: Declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 



Respectfully submitted, 
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